	ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

AT RAHWAY

DIVISION OF NEUROLOGY MINUTES

Friday, June 12, 2009                  12:00 Noon                     Conference Room 3 


The meeting of the Division of Neurology was called to order by Stephen Sachs, MD, Chairman, at 12:05 p.m. on Friday, June 12, 2009.
The minutes of November 14, 2008 were accepted as written.

ATTENDANCE: 
Eugene Buchwald, MD – Present
Richard Gan, MD – Present
Michael Merkin, MD – Present
Victor Pareja, MD - Present
Stephen Sachs, MD – Present

Sugiti Sinha, MD – Present

James Zu, MD – Present
I. Performance Improvement Activity:
D. Toth, Quality Improvement, presented the Stroke Mortality for YTD 2008 and 1st Quarter 2009.  For year end, there were 23 mortalities out of 192 patients for 11.98%, which was below benchmark of 16.17% for 2008.  1st Quarter 2009, there were 3 mortalities out of 55 patients for 5.45%.  Mortalities are below benchmark, which is good.  A full copy of the reports is filed in the QA Management office.
II. Old Business:
Topic: Seizure Memo
Discussion: Dr. Sachs spoke about the memo from general counsel of the hospital about reporting fitness to drive or not to drive.  He stated that some neurologists have been reporting patients who have a single seizure, without finding out if they can be controlled or not, which is not only unfair for the patient, but also a HIPAA issue.  He stated that they need to report patients who shouldn’t be driving, but cannot be indiscriminant about it.  There was much discussion regarding this issue.
Action: Informational.
Topic: TPA
Discussion: The members discussed that there is quite a bit of inconsistency through the ER with TPA cases.  Also discussed was the administration of the TPA, and who actually administers it.  Dr. Gan stated there is documentation showing what appears to look like all the neurologists agree to being held to this kind of standard of being called 24/7 when that physician is on call for TPA, and believes this standard is unreasonable for clinical and private practice neurologists.  The neurologists are very much against the mandate that they should be held responsible for administering TPA, and they are not agreeing to this responsibility on a voluntary basis.  Dr. Sachs feels they there is no reason they should need a list for TPA.  Whoever the ER doctor or internist calls as a neurologist for other cases, that’s who they should call for TPA.  A motion was made that they establish a roster for ER call that will include TPA for anybody who comes in as an unassigned patient and doesn’t have a doctor, or is a TPA patient that they can’t wait for the internist to call.  The ER should also be aware that Dr. Zu is not the doctor on call for every one of these calls.  It was stated that whoever is on call for internal medicine, family practice, etc., they can provide the ER with what doctors they use so whatever neurologist they usually use is the one that should be called.  It was stated that for now, they should have an on call list for any patient who is unassigned or for TPA patients, and the neurologists will all share in this by week or every ten days.

Action: A memo will be sent to all neurologists to vote on whether or not they agree to have a list
for TPA on-call.
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III. New Business: 
Topic: Stroke Protocol
Discussion: Ms. Singh requested that the members sign the stroke protocol which would take care of all the lab work, CT scan, etc. in the given time frame.
Action: Informational
IV. Recommendation to the Medical Executive Committee:

None.

No further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
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