ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL AT RAHWAY 

DIVISION OF GASTROENTEROLOGY MINUTES

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2010 – 9:30 AM – CONF. ROOM #3
The meeting of the Division of Gastroenterology was called to order at 9:35 AM on Friday, January 22, 2010, by Dr. David Wexler, Chairperson.

ATTENDANCE:
Samiappan Muthusamy, MD

Dhanasekaran Ramasamy, MD

Kishore Ramchandani, MD

Ricardo Rodriguez, MD

David Wexler, MD
Frank Light, MD

Susan Bisol, Interim Perioperative Director

Pat Bryan, Operating Room Nurse
1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES


The minutes of June 19, 2009 were reviewed and approved.
2.   PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT ACTIVITY

D. Toth, Quality Improvement, reviewed the Surgical Complications for 3rd Quarter 2009.  A full copy of the reports is filed in the QA Management office.
3.  GENERAL DISCUSSION:

A. OLD BUSINESS
Topic: Ablation
Discussion:  Dr. Wexler stated that he had about six patients that could have been done with the Barrett’s ablation balloon, but had to be done a different way as it is not available.  He further stated it would have been much better if they had the balloon.  S. Bisol, Interim Perioperative Director, again stated that she did meet with the vendor, and the cost of the procedure exceeds reimbursement.  Dr. Wexler asked about billing via E-codes and possibly being able to recover the entire amount of money.  Ms. Bisol stated that it depends on the payer; she will take this issue back to Finance and see if something can be done.
Action: Informational.
Topic: Endoscopic Ultrasound
Discussion:  Dr. Wexler brought up the discussion from last meeting about K. Tice, President and CEO, promising to have P. Bihuniak, VP, Finance, look into endoscopic ultrasound.  He stated that two years ago they were promised that they were going to get it.  He further stated that they do need it, as it is becoming standard of care.

Action: Informational.
Topic: Scheduling
Discussion:  Dr. Wexler again brought up the problem that he has with scheduling.  He stated he can’t schedule because nobody answers the phone, and he has to leave messages.  Ms. Bisol told him to call the scheduling line after 7:00 PM if he wants to do a case for the next day, leave a message, and 7:00 AM the next morning, the information will get picked up and he should get a call back.

Action: Informational.
B. NEW BUSINESS
Topic: Anesthesia
Discussion: There was a discussion regarding issues with Anesthesia.  Dr. Light, Anesthesia, attended the meeting, and stated that they supply four people up in the OR, and one for other procedures around the hospital.  He feels that they don’t do a big enough volume that they can have someone just to do 
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endoscopy procedures.  He stated that they function from 7:00AM – 3:00PM, and after that, it’s on an emergent basis.  After emergencies, they only have two people.  They agreed that they need to know

what the commitment is from Anesthesia to their department, what they can count on as far as time, and there needs to be some protocol agreed upon.  Ms. Bisol stated that within the next four weeks, the Endoscopy suite will be moving to the OR suite, and they will be part of the mix, including having 7AM – 7PM coverage.  She also stated that she will take this up with Dr. Luciano and Dr. Dumbroff, and it was agreed upon that they should have a meeting regarding the needs of this division as it does impact the hospital’s length of stay.  At the next GI meeting, someone from Anesthesia will be invited to attend.

Action: Informational.
4. RECOMMENDATIONS TO MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

     None.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 AM.
Minutes Submitted by:



Minutes Recorded by:

_________________________


____________________

David Wexler, MD, Chairman


Debra Spatz
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