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MINUTES OF THE DIVISION OF GENERAL SURGERY /VASCULAR/ THORACIC SURGERY    

 NOVEMBER 20, 2009
The meeting of the Division of General Surgery/Vascular & Thoracic Surgery was called to order by John Tsai, MD, Chairperson, at 11:30 AM, Friday, November 20, 2009.
ATTENDEES:
G. Chaudry, MD
S. Choi, MD
A. Codoyannis, MD

R. Constable, MD

E. Hobayan, MD

J. Hurwitz MD

J. Lopes, MD

A. Nihalani, MD

K. Ramamurthy, MD

H. Sanchez, MD
J. Tsai, MD



1.  
APPROVAL MINUTES

The minutes of the September 18, 2009 meeting were approved, as submitted.

2. PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT
a.  Department of General Surgery/Vascular Surgery

The following indicator focus studies were presented by M. Smith, Quality Improvement:

I. HQSI SCIP 8th Scope of Work for 3rd Quarter 2009
II. Surgical Complications/Reviews for General Surgery for 3rd  Quarter 2009
III. Surgical Complications/Reviews for Thoracic Surgery for 3rd  Quarter 2009
IV. Surgical Complications/Reviews for Vascular Surgery for 3rd Quarter 2009
A complete report of the above is filed in the Quality Management office.

b. Case Reviews:

     MR#: 0407918


     MR#: 0412644


     MR#: 0091435

     MR#: 308392

     MR#: 0205463
The cases were found to be appropriately managed.  A complete report of the above is filed in the Quality Management office.  Also, the three post-op mortalities that we already reviewed were found to be appropriately managed.
M. Smith, Quality Analyst, reminded the members about VTE Prophylaxis, that if there is no contraindication that they should give VTE pharmacological prophylaxis.  Also, polycatheters have to be discontinued on the second day postoperatively unless there is a valid reason.  Also, Ms. Smith reminded the physicians that the discharge summaries need to be done, and there is a guide posted in Medical Records.
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MINUTES OF THE DIVISION OF GENERAL SURGERY /VASCULAR/ THORACIC SURGERY    

 NOVEMBER 20, 2009

3. GENERAL DISCUSSION

A. Old Business
a.
Topic:  CME Lectures
Discussion:  Dr. Tsai spoke about assigning a topic for one of the physicians to do an educational lecture so that the physicians would receive CME credit, as he previously did with Dr. Tonzola.  He already discussed this with Dr. Chen.

Action:  Informational.
B. New Business

a.
Topic:  Complications
Discussion:  The physicians had a discussion regarding colecystectomy complications.  One of the members stated that he feels it’s somewhat unfair for doctors to be sued for gall bladder bi-leaks, and that certain recognized complications should not be part of the malpractice as it’s on the informed consent that they could have a bi-leak.  He suggested that there should be another couple of lines of legal statement saying that if one of those following complications should occur, that there is a certain accepted rate for them.  
Action:  Informational.
4. RECOMMENDATION TO THE MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Submitted by:




Recorded by:
_______________________     


___________________
John Tsai, MD, Chairperson


Debra Spatz


Division of General Surgery


Medical Secretary
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