ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL AT RAHWAY
DECEMBER 16, 2009
MINUTES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY PRACTICE

The meeting of the Department of Family Practice was called to order on Wednesday, December 16, 2009, at 10:30 AM by Dr. Karen Kowalenko.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Alex Kowalenko, DO

Karen Kowalenko, DO
Thomas Kowalenko, DO

Meenakshi Kukreja, MD

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the September 9, 2009, meeting were reviewed and approved.
2. PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT

D. Toth, Quality Improvement, presented the Inpatient Mortality Rate and MI Mortality Rate for 3rd Quarter 2009.  Also presented were the Stroke Mortality Rate and PRO 8th Scope of Work Heart Failure Study for the 3rd and 4th Quarter 2009.  Full reports are filed in the Quality Management office.
3. GENERAL DISCUSSION

A. Old Business
None.

B. New Business

Topic: Medicare
Discussion: One of the physicians stated that they heard they were going to change some of the Medicare pay scales for the consultants.  He queried whether there is a contingency plan should they have a patient,  and a consultant doesn’t come.  It was felt that this will be a big issue with some of the specialties that are hard to get into the hospital to being with.
Action: Informational.
Topic: ICU
Discussion:  Dr. K. Kowalenko stated that they have official confirmation that there is going to be a medical director specifically for the ICU.  There will be two physicians on staff that will review the ICU cases.  

Action: Informational.
Topic: Clinic
Discussion:  Dr. K. Kowalenko informed the members that there is now an Urgi-Care center in Garwood.  It was stated that this is not a medical home; they are not going to have patients that keep coming back.  She also stated that there is no longer any requirement for the physicians to do clinic.  
Action: Informational.
Topic: Surgery
Discussion:  Dr. Kukreja discussed an issue regarding a patient who underwent a colostomy.  She stated that because the patient is on Medicaid, the surgeon does not want to do the reversal.  She said she cannot find any surgeon who wants to finish this work.  Dr. Kowalenko advised Dr. Kukreja to ask Dr. Tonzola, Chairperson, Dept. of Surgery, regarding the rules on that.

Action: Informational.
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Topic: Miscellaneous Discussions
Discussion:  Dr. A. Kowalenko discussed the policy of banning ties on male physicians.  He mentioned that in England, they forbid doctors to have a tie as the ends of the ties get dirty, and then they have to bend over patients.  Dr. K. Kowalenko reminded the physicians that effective January 1, 2010, the hospital campus will be completely smoke-free.  The physicians discussed swine flu.  One of the issues mentioned was the fact that now only one shot is needed, as opposed to the fact that two shots were needed when they first started giving them out.

Action: Informational.
4. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

None.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM.
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