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DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE MINUTES

Friday, June 25, 2010
12:00 NOON – CONFERENCE ROOM 1
The meeting of the Department of Medicine was called to order on Friday, April 30, 2010 at 12:05 p. m. by Dr. Juan Baez, MD, Chairman.
Attendance:

	Baez, J, MD - Chairman
	Lim, E., MD

	Fishkin, E., MD
	Mathew, J., MD

	Ghanekar, R., MD
	Prasad, N, MD

	Gopinathan, K., MD
	Prasad, S., MD

	Gupta, J., MD
	Riotto, L., MD

	Kachadourian, A., MD
	Sinha, S., MD

	Kim, O., MD
	Wang, D., MD

	Kumar, A., MD
	Wininger, J., MD


I. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept the minutes of April 30 2010.
II. Performance Improvement Activity

D. Toth, QA,  reviewed the following statistics:  Physicians were given a handout.

1.  PRO 8th SCOPE OF WORK CHF – year to date - 2010. 

· CHF – Discharge Medication Reconciliation must match the discharge summary.
CHF Education needs improvement.

· Pneumonia – Documentation still needs improvement.  Must have 2 antibiotics to be admitted to ICU.
· Acute MI  - Starting October 2010 a new measure will be reviewed – patients being prescribed a Statin on discharge.                          
2.  MI Mortality 



3.  Inpatient Mortality



4.  Crossmatch/Transfusion Ratio  

5.  Joint Commission Update  - All order entries must have Date/Time/Signature
6.  Nationwide sentinel event statistics.

7.  Health Care Law Update 

8.  Physician Web Site Portal

For physician-specific information (i.e. by-laws, newsletters, CME schedules, applications, meeting minutes, etc.)   www.rwjuhr.com
Click on “Physician Services” on top of the homepage and then enter the login password. (EMERGENCY)
Dr. Baez informed the members present that any report that a patient/hospital might have involving a physician if not resolved can be reported to the Joint Commission and then forwarded to the National Practioner’s Data Bank.
III.
GENERAL DISCUSSION


A.  Old Business


None.
B.  New Business


a.  Topic:    ED Issues
  Discussion:  The members present expressed the following concerns:

· Patients presenting to the ED do not have medications listed that the patient may be taking at home on the triage sheet, nor is there a note that the patient or family members were asked and denied any usage of medications. 

· PICIS – still problematic to access.
· ED chart reports, labs not accessible on the patient’s chart once the patient is admitted.
Action:  Dr. Baez will speak to Dr. Bernstein to try to resolve the above issues.
b.  Topic:  VNA (Visiting Nurse Association)
Discussion:  Terry Kline, VNA, was present to inform the members present, about the services the VNA has to offer for Home Care of a patient with CHF.  CMS will no longer pay for re-admission of CHF patients if the patient was treated and discharge for CHF in less then 30 days.  To help prevent these re-admissions, the Division of Cardiology has recommended the utilization of the VNA, whom can monitor the patient at home via Telehealth.
Action:  Informational.

c.  Topic:  Oncology Patient
Discussion:  Dr. Gupta queried what services are offered by having the affiliation with RWJUH – NB.   She was on-call for oncology and was called in to see a service patient who needed surgery, but she could not obtain a surgeon to care for this patient and queried if RWJ -NB would accept this patient.
Action:  Dr. Baez will speak with administration regarding the above issue.
d.  Topic:  MI Patient Transfers
Discussion:  It was also queried if there are any transfer contacts at RWJ - NB for MI patients requiring a transfer for angioplasty, as these would be emergency transfers.
Action:  Dr. Baez will address this issue with administration also.
e.  Topic:  Guiac Testing in the ED
Discussion:  It was noted that there are no Guiac testing kits available in the ED for testing patients.  It was also noted that, if the test is done in the evening the lab will not perform the test in the evening unless it is an emergency. 
Action:  Dr. Baez will address the above with Dr. Bernstein.
f.  Topic:  Medicine On-Call Rotation
Discussion: Drs. N. Prasad and S. Prasad addressed an issue she had with being suspended from the Medicine on-call rotation along with Dr. A. Kumar.   
Action:  Dr. Baez will review the procedure for suspension of Medicine on-call.
IV.  RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

None.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p. m.

Minutes submitted by:




Minutes recorded by:

_______________________________

__________________________

Juan Baez, MD, Chairman
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