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DEPT. OF EMERGENCY MEDICINE MTG.   
 JANUARY 14,  2010
The meeting of the Department of Emergency Medicine was called to order at 8:40 a.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2010 by Alan Miller, MD, Chairman.

Attendance





The following were present:
Miller, Alan, MD, (Medical Director/Chairman)
E. Bermudez, C. Goodheart, L. Kearney, G. Kronfeld, MD,  T. McCarthy, D. Meyers, MD,

V. Singh
 

1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of December 10, 2009 were reviewed and approved.
2. PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT 

Reported Quarterly

3. CONTINOUS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
a.  Chart Review: 

Dr. Guerrero submitted the chart reviews for December 2009.  (Filed in the Medical Staff Office)

4.  GENERAL DISCUSSION     
 

A. Old Business

a. Topic:  Radiology Concerns

Discussion:  Dr. Kronfeld was present at the meeting to address the need for documenting the preliminary diagnosis on the X-Ray request.  Dr. Miller noted the importance that every ED physician and PA must be advised of the above.  Dr. Kronfeld suggested that, the Radiology Director could contact Infinity, the support system for PACS, and arrange a date that both the Radiologist and ED physicians can have an in-service as how best to optimize the PACS system.  
Dr. Miller noted that, it would be advisable to know if interventionalist will be busy with a procedure for an extended period, be communicated with the ED staff, so they can advise the patient that there will be a delay in there procedure.  The phone number of where the interventionalist could be reached, if necessary, should be also be available.

Action:  Informational.
New Business

a.  Topic:  ED Round Table

Discussion:  Dr. Miller and E. Bermudez discussed the following:

· Woodbridge Center patients are to be admitted to Drs. Vinod or Anubha Sinha.
· Communication still needs some improvement i.e. staff’s inappropriate comments in front of visitors or patients
· Admissions & Protocols – baskets with protocols will be placed around the ED for more expedient service.

· ED secretaries must continually view PYCIS to obtain orders for patients.

· Review of Admit the patient, Call attending for orders & Process the bed request for 
more expeditious service.

· Physician disruptive behavior discussed.  Documented report should be forwarded to the   

President of the Medical Staff.  

Action:  Informational.

b.  Topic:  EMS
Discussion:  T. McCarthy noted that the physicians were doing much better with signatures.  The EMS charts will be electronic shortly.  All the information will go directly to the ED, hard copies will be available.  Dr. Miller requested that, the nurses pick up the EMS call and take the report if the physician is busy i.e. suturing a patient.  T. McCarthy noted that, if the nurse should give the EMT’s orders, she must state as per Dr. So & So.  Starting February the State’s recommendation is that BLS & ALS should bypass hospitals that aren’t primary stroke centers or have angioplasty service, when transporting patients that potentially would need these services.
Dr. Miller will check to ensure the physicians have met the 8 CEU’s on stroke criteria.   V. Singh noted that, Overlook hospital offers a 1 day 8 hour program on stroke CME and will forward the information to Dr. Miller.
Action:  Informational.
c. Topic:  Clinic
Discussion:  V. Singh noted that she is seeing on an average 5 patients per day.  3 are generally former clinic patients and 2 are new patients.  The clinic is opened 5 days per week, the hours vary.  There are morning, afternoon and evening hour’s availability.  In approximately 6 months she will be able to determine the amount of patients that will be seen utilizing the clinic as more patients will be forthcoming when they become aware of it.
5.  PRESENTATIONS
“Thoracic Aortic Emergencies”  Tom Lennon, Physician Liaison, from RWJUH, New Brunswick,  introduced Drs. George Batsides and Juan Plate, Cardiac Thoracic Surgeons.  They presented a very informative presentation on Thoracic Aortic Emergencies.  It was noted that, if a Thoracic Aortic Dissection presents to the Emergency Room, the transfer team can be notified to pick up the patient for the repair.  The transfer center phone number is 732-418-8011.  T. Lennon will forward stickers that can be placed on the phones in the ED with the transfer phone number on it.
6.  RECOMMENDATION TO THE MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

None.



There being no further business the meeting adjourned 10:35 a.m.
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Minutes recorded by:
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