
ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL AT RAHWAY 

DENTAL DIVISION MINUTES 

MONDAY, May 11, 2009
12:30 P.M. 
CONFERENCE ROOM 3
The meeting of the Dental Division was called to order by Dr. Richard Olin at 12:30 PM on Monday, May 11, 2009.
ATTENDANCE:

Coopersmith, Gerald DMD – Present

Langer, Ian J. DMD – Absent

Dersh, David A. DMD – Absent


Levine, Allen M. DMD – Present 

Flugrad, George W. DMD – Present

McCabe, Timothy DMD – Absent 

Gersch, Stanley DMD – Excused

Mozo, William B. DDS – Excused 

Giusto, Thomas J. DDS – Present 

Occhipinti, James J. DMD – Present 

Graye, Philip P. DDS – Absent 


Olin, Richard J. DMD – Present 

Greenwald, Arthur M. DDS – Absent

Pecoraro, Melissa L. DMD – Absent 

Kelner, Richard DMD – Excused


Santora, Philip J. DMD – Present 
1. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

The minutes of the March 9, 2009 meeting were reviewed and approved.
2. PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT
M. Smith, QI, reported that there were no Surgical Complications for the 1st Quarter of 2009.  
The full reports are filed in the Quality Management Office.

Ms. Smith informed the members present that there is a new policy regarding consults.  For urgent stat consults, the physician who is requesting the consultation will be required to call the consulting doctor.  For regular routine consults, the nurse can speak to the doctor.  This new policy should alleviate any delays or other possible problems.
Dr. Olin queried regarding when doctors do consults, whether the hospital prefers them to dictate into the voice system, or if they can write it by hand.  Ms. Smith stated that whatever the doctor prefers is fine.
1. GENERAL DISCUSSION 
A. Old Business

Topic: Oral Surgeons
Discussion: Dr. Olin confirmed that he had spoken to K. Tice, President and CEO, and that Mr. Tice had stated that they had to have oral surgeons 365 days a year, or they could not have anyone listed on call for oral surgery.  The general feeling was that there is no reason why they couldn’t have a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of oral surgeon like they’ve had in the past; then if they can’t get anyone, they just refer it out.  Dr. Santora stated that if they really want coverage, then they should be paid.  No dentist would get paid because there is no requirement by the State to have a dentist on call.  They also discussed the fact that a new oral surgeon will be coming on staff.  They will work out a schedule and present it to Mr. Tice.
Action: Informational.
Topic: Continuing Education
Discussion: Dr. Olin stated that he would like to put together a program for continuing education for the physicians.  He will talk to mostly the oral surgeons regarding whether or not they feel they can make any in-roads with the different specialties that the hospital is starting to work with such as artificial joints, as well as radiation with cancer treatment, and see whether or not we have a chance at having a presence there.  Also, Dr. Santora made the suggestion of getting an oral pathologist.
Action: Informational.
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Topic: Cancer Screenings
Discussion: Dr. Olin updated the members as to where they are with the oral cancer screenings for the town.  He stated he had not heard from K. Jaeger, Employee Health, in regards to doing a screening, but will get in touch with her over the next quarter.  He went on to say that he would prefer to have any future oral cancer screenings and walkathons in Union County somehow associated with RWJUHR.  Also, the members agreed that it should be held in one of the warmer months.
Action: Informational.
B. New Business

Topic: Meeting Attendance
Discussion: Dr. Olin stated that there are a number of dentists that do not attend meetings regularly.  He queried the members as to how he could entice then to become more active with the hospital.  He mentioned he does not even know whether or not they are responding to on-call.  He stated he would like to address this in a letter to them.
Action: Informational.
2. CASE REPORTS
None.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MEDICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

None.

No further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM. 
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